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California 2006 Heat Wave 
• July 15th –  26th 
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Image Source: Kozlowski and Edwards (2007) 

• 3rd warmest July in 112 years 



Study Goals 

• Examine demographic & geographic patterns of morality 
risk during the 2006 HW 
– Place of death, sex, age, race/ethnicity, underlying causes of 

death, Building Climate Zones (California Energy Commission, 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/maps/renewable/building_climate_zo
nes.html) 

 

• Investigate unique vulnerabilities of Californians across the 
whole state 
 

• Our paper is available online: http://www.mdpi.com/1660-
4601/13/3/299  
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Results: Place of Death 
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Results: Sex, Race/Ethnicity, and Age 
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Results: Causes of Death 
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Results: Causes of Death,  
At-Home Mortality 
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Results: Building Climate Zones  
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Conclusions 

• Elevated mortality risks were observed 

– 5% increase overall 

– 66% of excess deaths were at home 

– Risk varied by subgroups 

• 35-44 year olds higher compared to 65+ 

• Hispanics higher compared to whites 

• External causes of deaths higher compared to internal 

– Risk varied by Building Climate Zones 

• At home risks were higher in some zones: northernmost 
zone (1) and the southernmost part of the Central Valley (13) 
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Building Climate Zones and Counties 
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